PATCHWORK                                         "A"
R------ and R------ T------ dissenting. We turned
ourselves into a library committee and bought the
Oxford English Dictionary for nearly a hundred
pounds. I moved an amendment substituting the
T^ncyclop&dia l&ritannica at about a third of the
price of the O.E.D. The amendment was defeated.
The original motion was carried with one dissenting
vote, my own.
So we shall have the finest English dictionary in
the world. What cross-word champions we shall
bel Only one thousand five hundred rupees, the
sum I need to disinfect the lecture halls twice weeldy
for fifteen months. But, of course, we can have
both, and no doubt I can disinfect the library and
the O.E.D. as well!
When the meeting had adjourned R------ and
R------T------hung about and I asked them to come
and sit in my office; but they refused. They, of
course, can sit where they want to. ... The
library is theirs: they have only to hang a notice
on the door, "Meeting of Governing Body in
Progress," and even I am instantly excluded, unless
invited to attend.
I went back to my office to ask the Librarian to
order the O.E.D. and the clerk to order some lysol
and some scrubbing brushes.